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Some writers (e.g. S. C. Parker, A Textbook in the History of
Modern Elementary Education, Ginn, 1912) have stressed the tardy
development of vernacular schools. As we said previously, it must
not be supposed that facilities for elementary education existed in
England comparable to the elementary schools of the 19th century,
but there is evidence that the type of school we have been consider-
ing was more widespread than has usually been acknowledged.
Leach quotes a number of instances of primary schools existing
at the beginning of the reign of Edward VI. Three examples will
illustrate this point.
1.    The Guylde of the Trinitie in Barnard Castell.
"The said Guylde was founded and endowed with certen landes,
by Gifte of the brethern and other benefactors of the same, of
auncyent tyme, to fynde a preste to be namyd the Guylde preste,
to say masse dayly at the 6th houre of the clocke in the mornyng,
and to kepe a free Grammar scoole and a Songe scoole for all the
children of the towne." 1
2.    Parish of Kingsley, Staffordshire.
The chantry priest was directed "to kepe scole, and to teche
pore mens children of the seid panshe grammcr, and to rcdc and
sing."2
3.    Parish of Bromyard, Worcestershire.
"Sir John Bastenall, Incombente and scole master ther, of the
age of [blank] yeres, a man of good conversacion and well lerned,
which teachith chylderne, and doth brynge upe vertuously in
redying, wryttynge, and in gramer."3
In northern Italy and Germany, the situation was entirely
different, The development of banking and the growth of com-
merce and industry demanded that a comparatively large propor-
tion of the population should be able to read, write, and keep
accounts. Thus we have the rise of the German readmg-and-
writing schools in which the teaching was in the vernacular and
which can be considered as elementary schools in some respect
similar to the English schools of the 18th century. In Germany,
also, the town councils took a prominent part in the founding and
maintenance of these schools.
1 A. F. Leach.   English Schools at the Reformation, p. 61, Pt. II, "Extracts
from Chantry Certificates and Warrants," Constable, 1896.
2 Ibid., p. 200.                                                                      3 Ibid., p. 98.